Foreword
IN a well-known essay Francis Bacon says that " Studies
serve for delight, for ornament, and for ability," The order
is important, since it tells us that in obtaining knowledge
we should find pleasure and acquire ease and grace of mind,
instead of thinking only of gaining the kind of'skill which
will bring money, It is possible to be rich in money while
being poor in things which cannot be bought but are
essential to real happiness in life,
Among these indispensable things is the power to enjoy
poetry, and in this collection Mr, Stanley Maxwell has
brought together examples of poetry which represent every
accepted form of the art, Wisely he has avoided any
attempt to build up a text-book, and has omitted the all too
familiar order of dates and the explanatory notes which
serve only to hamper enjoyment and to minister to the
requirements of examinations. The book used with
intelligence and enthusiasm in the classroom, will serve the
purpose of any sensible examination. It will give delight
and foster a discriminating taste instead of provoking the
resolve to avoid all poetry when schooldays are ended.
^ Some such resolve has been the lamentable result of our
conventional method of introducing children to poetry.
Instead of opening their eyes to its beauties we have placed
them in blinkers contrived by linguistic pedants, Without
such blinkers and with the minimum of formal teaching
children will respond to the rhythm and melody* of well-
chosen verse such as this volume contains.
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